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THE FIRST QUESTION, 


II wretched Man that I am, 
O „ bo ſhall deliver me from 

., C the Wrath to come? for 
my Sins are many, and mine Iniqui- 
ty ts great; and if the Lord ſhould 
aea! with me according to his Fuſitce, 
and my Deſerts; my Portion muſt 
needs be in the Lake of Fire, with 
the Devil and his Angels. For the 
Scripture pronounceth every Man 


curſed, that continueth not in al! 
A 2 
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Things, written in the Book of the 
Law, to do them. Gal. iii. 10. 
Shew me therefore (I beſeech you) 
Shew me, what Courſe to take, to 
come out of this Miſery ; ſhew me 
the Way how to get the Pardon of 
my Sin, and the Favour of God. I 
care for nothing but this, neither is 
there any Thing in the World, that 
I do deſire, in Compariſon of this. 


ANSWER, 


THIS is that (indeed) which of 

all other Things doth moſt 
concern us. For upon the Par- 
don of our Sins, and Peace with 
Gon, depends all folid Comforts 
while we are here, and the eter- 
nal Salvation of our molt precious 
Souls hereafter. And therefore 
for our better, both DueCtion and 
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Conſolation in this B-half, let us 
take Notice of this that follows: 


There is a Way for Men to 
come out of the Miſery of Sin, 
and to obtain and enjoy the Mer- 
cy and Favour of Almighty Gop, 
and that is Faith in Chriſt: This 
is the Way, and there is none but 
this; neither is there an, Thing 
in the World, that can help us to 
the Pardon of our Sins, to the 
Love of Gop, and to the Salva— 
tion of our Souls, but only Faith 


in the Lord Jeſus, 


That this is the Way, is appa- 
rent enough by the Anſwer which 
was „ given by Paul and Silas. Acts 

. 21. For when the Keeper of 
os Priſon cried out with Tremb- 


ling, Sirs, . muſt I do to be 
3 


Po 
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ſaved ? They made him this An- 
ſwer, Believe in the Lord Jeſus, 
und thou foalt be ſaved? There is 
in CHRIST, Sufficiency enough, 4 
tor the obtaining of our Pardon, 

and the procuring of our Peace; 

and there is in Faith, Ability e- e 
nough to make us Partakers of 
| CHRIST's Sufficiency. CHRIST is 
the only Way whereby we come 
| unto eternal Life, and Faith is the 
| only Way whereby we come to | 
be Partakers of CHRISTͤH; by Faith 
we come unto Him, and through 
Him unto Gop. 


. 
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| And that we may the better 
know, that there is in CHRIST, 
Sufficiency enough for the Pardon 
of dur Sins, and the Salvation of 
our Souls, let us conſider a little, 
both who Chalsr is, and alſo 
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what He hath done for the work- 
ing out of our Deliverance, and 
the procuring of our Peace. 


The Lok D JEsvs W 18 
the eternal Son of Gon, who bi- 
tying that ſinful and miſerable 
Condition, whereinto we were all 
brought by the Diſobedience of 
our firſt Parents, undertook t9 
mediate the Matter betwixt Gen 
and us, and to reconcile us again 
unto Gon. For the better effect 
ing of which great Work, He 
came down from Heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt 
of the Virgin Mary, and was 
made Man, yea in all Things 1 Ke 
unto other Men, ſave only 
Sin, that ſo He might the er 
make us free from all Sin. Be- 
ing found thus in Faſhion as a 
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Man, he ſet himſelf in our Stead, 
and for us Men, and our Salva- 
tion, He became obedient unto 
Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs. And by his Obeaience and 
Death, He hath perfectly alone 
by Himſelf accompliſhed what - 
ever was requiſite for our Sal- 
vation. 


The Wretchedneſs of our Con- 


dition, is briefly this: We all 


like Sheep have gone aſtray, nei- 
ther have we only omitted thoſe 
Duties, which the Law requires, 
but we have alſo commitred thoſe 
Evils, which the Law forbids ; 
and as the Want of Righteouſneſs 
doth exclude us from the Favour 
of Gor, and the Kingdom of 
Heaven: So the Guiltineſs of Sin 


doth expoſe us to the Wrath of 
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Gop, and the Damnation of Hell. 
But the Loxp JESUS CurisT hath 
fulfilled all Rizhtecuſneſs. For in 
his Life, He performed as much 
Obedience, as the Law in Rigour 
could exact; and by ſuffering 
Death upon the Croſs, He under- 


went as much Puniſhment, as could 


be required of Sinners, in the Se- 
verity of Juſtice; and ſo by his 
Death and Obedience hath He pro- 
vided againſt our double Miſery. 
For by his Szfferings upon the 
Croſs, the Juſtice of Gop is ſa- 
tisfied, and his Wrath appeaſed; 


and by his Obedience, the Law is. 


fulfilled, and we are accepted. 
And as by his Death comes the 
Pardon of Sin, and Deliverance 
from Wrath: ſo by his Obedience 
comes the Imputation of Righte- 


ouſneſs, and Lite Everlaſting, 
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All which, as they were done in 
our Nature, ſo they were dove 
for us, and in our Behalf; He 
ſtood in the Place of Sinners, that 
we might be numbered among the 
righteous; He took our Sins up- 
on Him, that He might put his 
Obedience upon us; the Chaſtiſe- 
ment of our Peace was upon Him, 
that with his Stripes we may be 
healed; He was made a Curie 
tor us, that He might redeem us 
from it; He was Sin for us, that 
knew no Sin, that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of Gop 
in Him. 2 Cor. v. 22. 


And the better to aſſure us that 
by his Death upon the Croſs, there 
was paid a Price ſufficient enough 
for the procuring of our Pardon, 
He aroſe again from the Dead; 
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which He could not have done, 
if the Juſtice of Gop had not been 
ſatisfied to the very full in every 
particular, For as Sin 1s the Sting 
of Death, and the only Thing 
that makes Death terrible: ſo it 
is the Strength of Death, and it 
is that only that doth give Death 
Dominion over us: Sin is the 
Lock, Bar, and Bolr, that makes 
faſt the Gates of Death; and as 
the Door cannot be opened to let 
out a Priſoner, till the Bar be re- 
moved; ſo there is no eſcaping 
from Death, until Sin be taken 


out of the Way. CnrisT there- 


fore, by riſing from the Dead, 
hath mightily declared unto us, 
that he hath paid the utmolt Far- 
thing of our Debts, and that by 
his Death He hath fully ſatisfied 


the Juſtice of Gob. So that now, 


we wn —— ae. 
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by Virtue of his Sufferings, the 
greateſt Sins are made pardonable, 
and there is a Way ſet open for 
the worſ# of Sinners, both to 
Grace and Glory. I ſay, even 
for the worſt Sinners. There 1s 
no Man now, that can deny him- 
ſelf to be capable of Grace; there 
are too many, who from the 
Greatneſs of Gop's Mercy, do 
without any Cauſe preſume to 
Sin: But there is no Man, who 
from the Heinouſneſs of his Sins, 
hath any juſt Cauſe to deſpair of 
Mercy ; for though our Sins be 
many, yet the Mercies of Gob 
are more; though they be great, 
yet his Mercies are above them ; 
He is rich in Mercy, yea, his 
Mercy is infinite, ſo that though 
He have ſpent much Mercy al- 
already upon our Fore-fathers, 
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yet He hath Mercy enough in 
Store for us alſo; with Him there 
is Plenty of Forgiveneſs, and his 
Mercy endureth for ever: And 
the Merits of CuRISTH are of the 
ſame Nature, for he is mizhbty 10 
ſave, and He is the ſame for ever, 
and through the Riches of theſe 
Merits of CukisrT, there is a Way 
ſet open, even for the worſt Sin- 
ners, to become Partakers of the 
Riches of the Mercies of Gop. 
Now it any Man Sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, IESUs 
Cur1sT the Righteous, and He 
is the Propitiation for our Sins, 
Sc. 1 John ii. 1, 2. And though 
the Time of his Abode upon Earth 
in the Days of his Fleſh were but 
ſhort, though his Sufferings were 
but for a Seaſon; yet ſuch was, 
and is the Dignity of his Perſon, 
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(being the eternal Son of Gop) 
that his Sufferings and Obedience are 
infinitely meritorious, and his Blood 
is able to cleanſe us from all Un- 
righteouſneſs: So that we may 
well ſay with the Apoitle, Vo 
is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt 
that died, or rather who is riſen 
again, and now maketh Interceſſion 
for us. Rom. viii. 33, 34. But 
let no Man turn this Doctrine of 
Comfort to a Liberty of Sinning: 
Againſt the greateſt Sins there is 
Hope in Cur1sT for penitent Be- 
lievers. But becauſe there is Mer- 
cy with Gop, ſhall we therefore go 
on in Sin? Gov forbid ; there is 
Mercy with Him, and therefore 
He muſt be feared. But if any 
ſhall preſume to Sin, becauſe there 
is Mercy with Gop, thro' Jesus 
CuarisT ; inſtead of Mercy, that 
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Man is like to meet with nothing 
but Juſtice: For as merciful as 
Gop is, and as all ſufficient as 
theDeath of CHRIST is, there is 
no Mercy for ſuch as go on ſtill in 
their Wickedneſs. 


And thus you ſee that CuRIST | 
is mighty enough to ſave us from | 
our Sins, and to reconcile us unto | 
Gop: Now that we may have | 
Benefit by this Sufficiency of 
CnrIsT, we mult lay hold upon 
it by a lively Faith. This is that 
which unites us unto ChRIST, 
and makes us one with Him: 
This is that which gives us Inte- 
reſt in Him, and makes us Par- 
takers of his Merits: This makes 
the Death and Obedience of CHRIST 
as verily our own, and as effec- 
tual for the Pardon of our Sins, 
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and the Salvation of our Souls, 
as if they had been performed by 
our very ſelves. So that if we 
do truly Believe in the Lord Feſus, 
then 1s Gop well pleaſed with us 
for his Sake, and by Vertue of 
his Merits, being made ours by 
Faith, our Sins are all pardoned, 
and our Souls and Bodies ſhall be 
eternally ſaved. And ſo much the 
Scripture doth plainly teſtify in 
ſeveral Places. As John iii. 16. 
Gop ſo loved the World, that He 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoevcr believeth in Him, ſhall 
not periſh, but have Life ever- 
Jaſting. And again, A#s x. 43. 
Through his Name, whoſoever 
believeth in Him, ſhall receive Re- 
miſſion of Sins, (be they ever 
ſo many, ever ſo heinous.) And 
again, As xiii. 38, 39. Be it 
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known unto you, that through this 


Man is preached unto you the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins. And by Him 
all that believe are juſtified from 
all thoſe Things, from which 
they could not be juſtified by the 
Law of Moſes. By the Law of 
Moſes we could never have been 
acquitted, either from the Guilti- 
neſs of Sin; or from the Wrath of 
Gop ; but we are delivered from 
both by Faith in CHRISTH ; for by 
it we obtain the Forgiveneſs of 
our Sins, and the Salvation of 
our Souls. 


And thus it is manifeſt, That 
Chriſt is the Way by which we are 
to obtain the Pardon of Sin, and 
Peace with God; and that Faith 
3s the Way whereby we are made 
Partakers of the Merits of Chriſt 

B 


7 re... 9 _ 


13 A LITTLE HANDFUL 


for our Fuſtification and Salvation. 


Proceed we now in a Word, to 
ſhew that nothing but CHRISTH can 
reconcile us unto Gop, and that 
nothing but Faith can make us Par- 
takers of CHRIS H for our Recon- 
ciliation. 


There is no Way whereby to 
come unto Gop, but only CHRIST: 
It is only in CHRISH that Gop is 
well pleaſed; neither is there Sal- 
vation in any other. For there 
is no other Name under the Hea- 
ven given among Men, whereby 
we mult be ſaved. Ads iv. 12. 
Neither 1s there any other Means 
on our Part, whereby to receive 
CnR1sT, but only Faith: And yet 
unleſs we do receive Him, we 
get no Benefit by Him; and 
therefore unleſs we do believe in 
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Him, we ſhall periſh in our Sins, 
And to this Purpoſe ſpeaks our 


Saviour: John iii. 36, He that 
p believeth on the Son hath everlaſting 
; | Life; and he that believeth not the 
1 Son, ſball not ſee Life, but the 
Math of God abideth on him. See 

the Sum of all this, in that Place 

| of St. John, 1 Epiſt. 5th Chap. 
0 11, 12, and 13 Verſes: *Gop hath 
r:given to us eternal Life, and this 
* Life is in his Son. He that hath 
al- the Son, hath Life; and he that 
ere hath not the Son, hath not Life. 
ca- | Theſe Things have I written to 
by you, that believe in the Name of j 
12. the Son of God, that ye may | 
Any know that ye have eternal Life, | 
IVC N and that ye may believe in the | 
yet Name of the Son of Gop.” By | 


Wwe which Place it is plain, that there 
and is a Way to Life? That CHRIST 
re in B 2 
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is the Way to it; that Life is ſo 
in Him, that it is in no other 
but Him ; that it is ſo ia Him, 
that by believing in Him we ob- 
tain Life; and that it is fo in 
Him, that without believing in 
Him, we get no Benefit at all by 
Him. Ad thus you have the 


Truth of the former Anſwer en- 


targed and confirmed, according 
to its ſeveral Branches; by which 
it is manifeſt, That Faith in the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and nothing elſe 
but only Faith in Him, can help 
tis to the Pardon of Sin, the 
Love of Gop, and the Salvation 
of our Souls. 


Hereupon it may be thus re- 
plied : 


x. 


E 
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THE SECOND QUESTION. 


77 I cannot obtain the Pardon of 
my Sins, and the Favour of Gop, 
evithout Faith in CuRIST, I doubt 
my Condition is woeful, and that I 
am yet in my Sins, and liable unto 
Wrath. For I fear that Thawve not 
this Faith in CHRIST, aud that 1 
do not as yet believe in Him, fhew 
me therefore (I pray you) how I may 
be comforted againſt this Fear, and 
how I may know whether I do be- 
lieve in Cx Isar, Yea, or No? 


ANSWER. 


OUBTLESS if we do not 
believe in CHAIST, our Con- 
dition is woeful: For there is no 
Salvation in any etber; and with- 


B 3 
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out Faith in Him, we get no Be- 
nefit by Him, but we are in our 
Sins, and the Obligation unto 
Wrath is in full Power and Force 
againſt us. For though the Ran- 


ſom which CagisT paid by his 


Death upon the Croſs, be a Ran- 
ſom abundantly ſufficient for the 
Sins of the whole World; yet the 
Benefit of that Death of his is 
beſtow'd on none, but upon ſuch 
Conditions as Gop Himſelf pleaſ- 
eth; which Conditions, for ſuch 
as be of Years, are Faith and Re- 
pentance; which if we want, we 
ſhall be ſure to periſh in our Sins, 
not out of any Defect in CHRIST, 
but only becauſe we want thoſe 
Conditions, whereby we come to 
have Intereſt in Him, and to be 
Partakers of his Merits. Now 
that we may the better know whe- 
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ther we have this Faith in us, 
yea, or no (and ſo neither be de- 
ceiv'd with vain Hopes, nor yet 
diſcomforted with falſe Fears, ) 
conſider this which follows, and 
ſee what Anſwer you can make 
to theſe ſeveral Demands. 


Are you ſenſible of the Miſery 
wherein you are by Reaſon of 
your Sins ? And do you find that 
you need a Saviour? Do you 
know who is the Saviour of the 
World ? Do you know in ſome 
good Meaſure who CHRIST is, 
and what He hath done for us, 
and what the Benefits that are to 
be had by Him ? Do you know 
what a Neceſlity there is of hav- 
ing Him, and what a Miſery 
it is to be without Him, and 
what we muſt do, if we would 
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have any Benefit by Him? And 
do you verily believe that CuR1sT 
Jesvs, and none but He, is the 
Saviour of the World, and that 
He hath both done and ſuffered, 
as the Scriptures teſtify of Him? 
Do you. verily believe that there 
is no Way to Heaven but CHRIST, 
tnat there is no Way to get 
CnRrisT but Faith, and that there 
is no Part to be had in Him, but 
by renouncing all other Lords, 
and all other Savzours, and by 
adhering wholly unto Him tor all 
dur Conſolation and Salvation; 
And do you now defire from the 
Heart to be made Partaker of 
CnrisT? And do you fincerely 
endeavour to accept of Him, and 
to embrace Him? And can you 
be content for his Sake, to for- 
ſake al} Things, and to undergo 
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eny Miſerv, rather then to part 
with Him? Can you be content 
to take Him (as we ſay) for better 
for worſe, and not only for your 
Jzsvs to fave you from your Sins, 
but alſo for your Logp, to com- 
mand and diſpoſe of you at his 
Pleaſure ? And is it your Care to 
know his Will? And is it your 
Endeavour to yield Him an uni- 
werſal Obedience? And is it your 
Practice in Obedience unto Him, 
to exerciſe yourſelf, to keep a 
Conſcience void of Offence both 
toward Gop and toward Men, 
and conſtantly and conicionably 
to deny all Ungodlineſs and world- 
ly Luſts, and to live gedly, righ- 
teouſly, and ſoberly in this pre- 
ſent World? Do you thus accept 
of CHRIST and ſubmit unto Him? 
Nay, is it your hearty Diſfire, and 
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unfeigned Endeavour ſo to do? Then 
you may be ſure that you have 
ſome Degrees of true Faith inJzsvs 
CHRIST, and therefore that CHRIS 
is yours, that Gop 1s yours, that 
ALL 1s yours. For this is ſuch a 
Qualification as hath the Promile, 
both of the Life that now is, and 
alſo of that, that 1s to come. 


By the Queſtions we may exa- 
mine our Condition : For after 
this Manner is Faith wrought in 
us; ſuch are the Preparatives, 
ſuch is the Nature, and ſuch are 
the Effects of a true Faith, as are 
implied in theſe Queſtions: ſo 
that if we can in ſome good Mea- 
ſure make underſtanding and af- 
fectionate Anſwers to them all ; 
then we may be ſure that we have 
a true Faith in CHxIsT ; but if 
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cither we know Him not, or de- 
ſire not to accept of Him, or 
care not to obey Him, we have 
then Cauſe to think that we do 
not believe in Him; and it we 
think otherwiſe, we do but de- 
ceive our Souls. 


Now if upon Examination had, 
we find that we want Faith, we 
muſt be diligent in uſing the 
Means whereby to get it, which 
is by reading and hearing the 
Word of Gop, and conferring a- 
bout it. For Faith cometh by 
Hearing, and Hearing by the 
Word. If we find that we have 
this Faith, we muſt be careful to 
keep it, and to increaſe it, by 
the Word, by the Sacraments, 
and by Prayer, 
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eee 
THE THIRD QUESTION: 


PO N this that hath been ſpo- 
ken, another Queſtion may be 
raiſed to this Purpoſe : I do in ſome 
Meaſure know who Chriſt is, and I 
ao believe that He is a Saviour all- 
ſufficient, and that there is no other 
Way to Salvation, but Him, and 
that whoſoever believeth on Him 
ſhall not periſh : And I myſelf would 
fain belicve in Him. But how may 
1 know that I have Right to believe 
in Him, and that the Invitations to 
Faith do concern me? How may 1 
know whether I ſhould be welcome, 
or not, if I ſhould be fa bold as to 


come unto Him? 


ANSWER. 


FOR our Encouragement here- 
in, and that we may come the 
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more boldly unto the Throne of 
Grace, we mult know that CHRIS 
1s a common Saviour, He 1s the 
Saviour of the World; and in re- 
gard of the All-ſufficiency of his 
Merits, there is not one of thoſe, 
whoſe Nature he took, unto whom 
his Merits are not communica- 
ble; neither is there any one, who 
in that Reſpect may not truly be 
ſaid to be ſaveable. The Promiſe 


is mad? to you, and to your Children, 


and to all that be afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God fhall call, 
Acts ii. 39. Now it you deſire 
to know, whether you be one of 
thoſe, whom He doth ca'l to be- 
lieve in Him; conſider then whe— 
ther or no you be ſenſible of your 
Miſery, and burdened with your 
Sins; whether your Deſire be to 
be eaſed of your Sins, and to be 
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Partaker of Carisr, and of thoſe 
Benefits and Comforts that be in 
Him. For if we be thus quali- 
fied, we may be confident, that 
we are of the number of thole, 
whom he doth ſeriouſly invite to 
come unto Him, and to depend 
upon Him. And hereof you have 
a Witneſs in yourſelf, and Gop's 
own Hand to ſhew for it, to your 
greater Comfort. For theſe are 
his own Words; Come unto me all 
ye that Labour and are heavy laden 
and I will give you Reſt, Mat. xi. 
28. And again, If any Man thirſt 
Jet bim come unto me and drink. 
John vii. 7. Unto ſuch zbirfty 
Souls was CHRIST ſent, He came 
to ſpeak Peace to ſuch as are 
weary and broken-bearted, and to 
ſet at Liberty ſuch as are brui/ed, 


So that it we, finding what a Mi- 
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fry it is to be in Sin, and to 
want a Saviour, have thereupon 
an earneſt Deſire to be delivered 
from this Miſery, we may be as 
ſure, that He calls upon us to 
come unto Him, as it our very 
Names were ſpecified in theſe In- 
vitations: Being thus qualified, 
we may come boldly, and upon 
our coming, ſhall be ſure to find 
Reſt; but without this Badge, 
we have no Warrant at all to 
expect a Welcome. They that do 
thus hunger and thirſt after Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall be filled; but they that 
be rich in their own Conceits, and 
are not ſenſible of any Waats, 


THE FOURTH QUESTION, 


UT if 1 find that I want this 
Sorrow, What Courſe ſhould I 
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zake, to bring my Heart to be zum. 
bled for my Sins. 


ANSWER. 


O this End let a Man examine 
> himſelf by the Law of Gop. 
For by the Law is the Know- 
ledge of Sin. And let him duly 
think upon that fearful Curſe of 
Gor, whereunto every the leaſt 
Sin doth make us liable. Let 
him diligently conſider, how ugly 
and loathſome Sin doth make us 
in the Sight of Gop, and what a 
fearful Thing it is to be deprived 
of the Love of Gop, and the 
Joys of Heaven, and what a Mi- 
ſery it 1s to be expoſed to the 
Wrath of Gop, and the Tor- 
ments of Hell. Let him ſeriouſ- 
ly ponder what a Miſery it is to 
loſe the Soul. Let him throughly 
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weigh the Nature of Eternity, 


and the Strictneſs of that Ac- 
count that is to come; and the 
Severity of that Sentence, which 
in that laſt and dreadiul Day ſhall 
be pronounced upon all impeni— 
tent Sinners, when they {hall be 
adjudged to that everlaſting Fire, 
which 13 prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. All theſe are of 
ſingular Uſe to wound our Souls, 
and to affect our Hearts with 
Sorrow for our Sins. It is the 
Law that makes Way for the 
Goſpel: For thus Jobn the Bap- 
tit, by denouncing the Judg- 
ments of Gop upon wicked 
Courſes, prepared the Way for 
our bleſſed Saviour. But eſpe— 
cially, let him conſider how great 
Things Gop hath done for him. 


For as there 1s 19 greater Obli- 
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gation to Obedience, than the 
Loving-Kindneſs of the Logo : 
So there 1s nothing that doth 
more aggravate our Sins, an! ſo 
conſequently our Miſery; and 
therefore nothing that can tend 
more to the breaking of the Heart, 
than the Conſideration of the 
Bounty, and Long-ſuffering of 
God to us-ward. And this plain- 
ly appears by that Courſe which 
the Prophet Nathan, at the Lokb's 
Appointment, took. with David, 
2 Sam. 12. For by ſetting before 
his Eyes Gop's many and won- 
derful Mercies vouchſafed, and 
his own extreme Ingratitude, and 
ill Requital of ſo great Goodneſs, 
he was conſtrained to cry out with. 
Shame and Sorrow, I have fined. 
tgainſt the Lord. 
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And amongſt all the Mercies 
of Gop, there is none that doth 
more deſerve to take up all our 
Thoughts, than that Departure 
of Cyr1sT, which he accompliſh- 
ed at Jeruſalem; neither is there 
any Thing that doth more tend, 
either to preſerve us from Sin, or 
to humble us for our Failings, 
than the Death of our Saviour. 


For ſuppoſe the Lorp Jesvs 
ſhould preſent Himſ-lf. unto us, 
when we are about to commit 
any Sin, or after we have done ir, 
as he was hanging upon the Croſs, 
with his Sides ſcourged, his Face 
bufferted, his Hands and Feet 
nailed, his Head crowned with 
Thorns, his very Heart pierced, 
his whole Body upon the Rack, 


and trickling down with Drops 
C 2 
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of Blood, and ſpeaking unto us 
after this, or the like Manner: 
© Behold, if ever Sorrows were 
like unto my Sorrows; and 
yet all this was but the Puniſh- 
* ment of thy Sins. It is thy 
« Sins that have brought Me to 
all theſe Torments; and can'ſt 
ce thou delight in that which was 
the Cauſe of ſuch Miſery ? All 
<« this have I done for thy Good, 
e and is this the Requital of my 
„Love? I have born thy Sins, 
e that thou might'ſt be eaſed ; 
« mine Hands were bound, that 
e thine might be freed; my Sides 
ere {courged, that thine might 
be ſpared; my Cheeks were 
e buſtetted, that thine might be 
„ kilsd; my Head was crowned 
* with Thorns, that thine might 
be crowned with Glory; and 
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«© is this thy Kindneſs to thy 
« Friend, thus to return me Ha- 
ce tred for my Good-will ? Haſt 
ce thou not put me to Pain e- 
enough already, but that thou 
| « muſt rake in my Wounds, and 
© make a Sport of my Milery ? 

„Or if thou wilt not pity me, 

« yet pity thyſelf. For can that 

ebe light to thee, which coſt me 
ſo heavy? Or ſhalt thou eſcape 
the Cup, that art a Sinner, 
when my beloved Father would 
not ſpare me, that was but a 
« Surety ? - 


* 


— 
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Suppoſe (I ſay) that the LoD 
Jesus ſhould preſent Himſelf, 
and ſpeak unto us, after this or 
the like Manner, would not ſuch 
a Sight make our Bowets to yearn, 


and ſuch Words cut us-to the very 
C 3 
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Heart? Doubtleſs it were enough 


to make the drieſt Eyes to wiſh .. 


for Tears of Blood, and the hard- 
elt Heart of the moſt obſtinate 
Sinner, to become in the Midſt 
of his Body, like melting Wax, 
thus to hear and to lock upon 
Him whom they have pierced : 
Yea, it is impoſſible for any Man 
to think on this, and to go on in 
Sin, but ſuch as could be content 
to crucify again the Loxp of 
Glory. 


And thus you ſee, what are 
the chiefeſt Helps to Humiliation, 
and by what Means our Hearts 
may be brought to be deeply af- 
fected with Sorrow for our Sins. 


Hereupon a timorous Heart 
will be ready to reply yet further, 
After this Manner. 
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THE FIFTH QUESTION. 


BY this Courſe, and by theſe, and 

the like Meditations, I confeſs 
that I have been brought in fon 
Meaſure to be forry fer my Sins, and 
now 1 would fain be eafed of them 
and it is my Deſire to believe in 
Chriſt, but I fear that as yet I am 
not enough humbled; I fear I have 
not ſo great Meaſure of Sorrow as 


tnay make me capable of this Invita- 


tion; and my Heart is ſo hardened, 


that I cannot grieve and monuru for 


my Sins ſo much as I ſhould, and 
would do; and therefore I fear, that 
as yet I have no right to the Com- 


forts of the Goſpel. 
ANSWER-« 


RUE it is, that Sorrow for 
Sin makes ready an Heart 
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prepared for the Loxp; and as 
uſually in the Courſe of Nature, 
there is no Birth withour ſome 
Pain: So in the Work of Grace, 
there is no Regeneration (that of 
Infants in Baptiſm excepted) with- 
out ſome Sorrow. But as there 
are Degrees of Pain in the natu- 
ral Birth; ſo in the ſpiritual Birth, 
there are Degrees of Sorrow. Some 
Women have a quick Diſpatch, o- 
thers have a more tedious Travail: 
And ſo it is in the New Birth, 
all are not pained alike. Some 
there be that go Mourning all the 
Day long, yea, Day after Day: 
whereas unto others, Heavineſs 
indures but as it.were for a Night, 
and Joy cometh in the Morning, 
We muft know therefore, and 
that for our Comfort, that it is 


not the Quantity, but the Qua- 
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lity of Sorrow, that Gop looks 
after; neither matters it ſo much, 
how great our Sorrow be, as how 
true it is. 


If a Youth, upon due Exami- 
nation had, be found fit for the 
Univerſity, his Tutor never de- 
mands how long he hath been at 
School, how harſhly he hath been 
dealt withal, how often he hath 
been whipt, before he could come 
do that Perfection; all that he 
looks after, is, whether or no he 
be fit to be admitted: So it fares 

with us; the Law is our School- 
Maſter to bring us unto CarisT ; 
and this it doth, partly by diſco- 
vering unto us our Sins, whereby 
we ſee that we need a Saviour; 
and partly by threatning of us 
— with the Curſe, whereby we are 
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-made more careſul to look out 
after this Saviour, and more wil- 
ling to accept of Him, and for 
our own Eaſe to ſubmit unto 
Him, when once we have found 
him. Now when we can be con- 
tent to accept of CHRISH upon 
any Terms, then are we ready for 
Him, then are we fit to be ad- 
mitted unto Him. And when 
we do ſeek unto CHRIST for this 
Admiſſion, He regards not ſo 
much, how long we were at School 
under the Law, how often we 
were laſhed by it, or how ſorely 
we have {marted under it: But 
all that He looks after, is; whe- 
ther we be fit to come unto Him. 
Conſider therefore with yourſelf. 


had you ever ſuch a Sight and | 


Sorrow for your Sins, as made 
you weary of them? And out of 
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Love with them; and willing to 
be eaſed of them; and deſirous 
of Intereſt in CnRIST, and ready 
to accept of CnrIsT upon ay 
Terms, rather then to go with- 
out Him? Is it your Griet that 
you cannot be more ſorrowtul, 
and do not you deſire as much to 
be kept from Sin for the Time 


to come, as to have all that par- 
doned that is paſt? Surely if 


you ſtand thus affected, then are 
you fitted, and made ready for 
CHRIST; and whether your Sor- 
row was great or little, yet 1t 1s 
a Token, that it was a true and 
a godly Sorrow, becauſe it work. 
eth Repentance unto Salvation, 
never to be repented of. 


It may be yet further objected, 
thus ; 
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eee 
THE SIXTH QUESTION. 


Confeſs that ] have been grieved 

for my Sins, and I have been de- 
fireus to believe in Chriſt: But I fear 
that my Sorrow is not good, ner my 
Faith ſound, becauſe my Obedience is 
fo faulty; for I am not ſo willing to 
forſake all my Sins, nor ſo careful 


to yield Chriſt Obedience, as I ſhould pO” 
be, or if I am willing ſo to do, yet A 


mine Infirmities, and my Failings 
are ſuch, and ſo many, that I fear 


my Sorrow, and my Faith, are not | 


ſuch as they ought to be. 


ANSWER, 


ERTAIN it is, that Sorrow 
for Sin will nothing avail us 
without Amendment of Life; hz 
Wicked muſt forſake his Ways, il 


row 
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55 11 


OF CORDIAL COMFORTS, 45 


he expect Pardon. Ja. lv. 7. 
And it is he that confeſſeth his Sins, 
and forſaketh them, that ſhall find 
Mercy. Prov. xxvill. 13. It we 
willingly allow ourſelves in the 
Practice of any Thing diſpleaſing 
unto Gon, our Condition is dan- 
gerous. If we ſay, that we abide 
in CHRIST, we muſt walz as He 
walked, or elſe we deceive our 
own Souls. 1 John ii. 6. F wwe 
fer, that we have Fellowſhip with 
God, and yet walk in Darkneſs, wwe 
he, and the Truth is not in us, 
John i. 6. And if it be not 
our Study and Exerciſe to yield 
ERIST an univerſal Obedience, 
bur Faith is but Preſumption ; 
ur Peace is but Security; our 

opes are but Shadows; and our 
xpectation will periſh, 
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But if we have an hearty Deſire, 
and a fincere Enacavour in all Thing: 
to live honefily, we may not from 
our Failings and Imperfections, 
preſently conclude, that we are 
not ſanctified at all; that we have 
no Faith, no Intereſt in CHRIST, 
no Love of Gop in us. For Per. 


fection is not to be attained unto, 


while we be in the Body; bu: 
Sincerity is that which may be had, 


and affords. unto us Matter d 
Comfort; for the Logp love 


them that do /o!low after Right: 


ouſneſs. Prov. xv. 9, And the 
whoſe ſincere Deſire and Endear# 
our it is to have Reſpect to all ti 
Commandments; are accepted q 
Him. If it be our unfeigned D 
fire, Study, and Endeavour, if 
Obedience unto CHRIST, to ; 


whatſoever he commandeth; F 
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it be our Care to cleanſe ourſelves 
from all Filthineſs both of Fleſh 
and Spirit, and to perfect Holi- 
neſs in the Fear of Gop, and not 
wickedly to depart. from Him in 
any Thing: I ſay, if it be our 
unfeigned Deſire, Study, and En- 
deavour, ſo to do, we may ſafely 
conclude, notwithſtanding all our 
Imperfections, that our Sorrow is 
good, our Faith ſound, our Sins 
are pardonable, our Service is ac- 
cepted, and our Souls ſhall be 
ſaved. For in Gop's Account, 


and Acceptation, that goes for a 


clean Life which is not ſtained 
with wilful Pollutions, and whoſe 


Obedience is extended to the ut- 
& moſt of his Knowledge, and hath 
| withal a Purpoſe to amend what 


. © Gop ſhall hereafter make him 
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know to be ſinful; to that Man 1s 
allowed the Opinion of gracious, 


See ſurther of this Point, in 
Anſwer to Objection 10. 
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THE SECOND QUESTION, 


F theſe Things be fo, 1 find then 

that my Condition at the preſent 
is Good, and, if I were ſure to die 
In this Ejtate, I make no Doubt but 
T ſhould be happy. But I fear that 
Hall not continue in this Contition ; 
for my Enemies are many, and mizh- 
ty, and crafty, and watchful, and 
1 myſe!f am prone to Sin, and apt to 
fall from my own Steadfaſtneſß; and 
1 find by Experience, that many who 
have begun in the Spirit, have ended 
in toe Fleſh, and their latter Ends 
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have been worſe than their Begin- 
nings. This makes me to fear that 
1 ſhall not continue faithful unto 
Death; and yet without this Conti- 
vuance, I ſhall never obtain the Crown 


of Life. 
ANSWER. 


A LE cheſe Things I confeſs are 
true; ſuch are our Enemies, 


ſuch is our Weakneſs, and the 


Miſery of thoſe that do turn back 
trom the holy Commandment 
given unto them, is tuch, that 
it had been better for them not to 
have known the Way of Truth. 
2 Pet. ii. 21. For they ſhall lofe 
thoſe Things that they have done, 
and their Portion ſhall be with 
Unbelievers. So that a Man 
cannot chuſe, but have Cauſe to 


fear. Nevertheleſs, there is Com- 
D 
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fort in Gop againſt this Fear alſo: 
Yea, This very Fear of falling a- 
way, hath in it Matter of Conſo- 
lation, for it is a Means to Keep 
us from departing from Gop. 
Jer. xxxii. 40. And I will make 
an everlaſtins Covenant! with them 
that I will not turn away from 
them, to do them good; but I will 
put my Fear in their Hearts, that 
they ſhall not depart from me. 


Many there be, that having be- 
gun well, do yet at length grow 
weary of well doing, and ſo loſe 
what they have done; and there- 
fore les him that thinketh that he 
ftandeth, take Heed leaſt he fall: 
Bur yet let not our Hearts be 
troubled, let us not be diſmayed. 
with Fear; for the Perſeverance of 


bach as are ju/tified and ſanttified in 
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Deed and in Truth, is certain, and 
the Foundation of Gop ftandeth 
ſure, the Loxp knoweth who are 
his, and He knoweth how to de- 
liver them out of Temptation. In 
further Anſwer to this Objection, 
and the better to comfort us a- 
gainſt this Fear, take ſpecial No- 
tice of theſe Texts of Scripture. 
1 Pet. i. 3. N ho are kept by the 
Porvers of God through Faith unte 
Salvation, ready to be revealed in 
the laſt Time. John X. 27, 28, 29, 
My Sheep hear my Voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me, And 1 
give unto them eternal Life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
Man pluck them outs of my Hand. 
My Father which gave them me, is 
greater than all: And no Man is a- 
ble to pluck them out of my Father's 


Hand. 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Fer the. 
D 2 
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Eyes of the Lord run to and fre 
threughout the whole Earth, to ſhew 
Himſelf ſtrong in the Beha'f of them 
whoſe Heart is perfect towards Him. 
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THE EIGHTH QUESTION, 


"DUT if the Perſeverance, and 

ſo Salvation of ſuch as are in 
Deed and in Truth, the Saints of 
God, be ſo ſure and certain, what 
mean thoſe frequent Caveats which 
we meet with in the Scripture ? 
That mean thoſe frequent Exhorta- 
tions to Perſeverance ? 


ANSWER. 


THE Perſeverance of ſuch is 

, ſure and certain, howbeit 
Gop brings it to paſs by Means; 
it is wrought in them by Gop, 
and yet their own Endeavours al- 
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ſo are requir'd; and theſe Caveats 
and Exhortations are the Means 
which Gop hath ſanctified for the 
exciting of their Endeavours, and 
for their Preſervation from A- 


poſtacy. 


Caveats we have many, and 
many Threatnings; Exhortati- 
ens many, and many Promiſes, 
iuch as are, Take Ileed to yours 
ſelves. Watch in all Things, Be 
ftedfaſt and unmoveable, con!inue 
faithful unto Death, and I wilt 
give thee the Crown: of Life. The 
latter Lind of - Backſliders- ſhall be 
worſe ihan their Beginning, &c. 
By which, and other like Paſſages. 
we are not to think, either that 
Perſeverance is in our own Power 
or that the Condition of God's pe- 
culiar People is mutable in regard 
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of him; but they do imply how 
prone we are to Sin, in regard of 
ourſelves; and they ſhew, that 
our own Endeavours are required 
for the working out of our Salva- 
tion; and they are the Means 
ſanctified of Gop, for the prevent- 
ing of Sin, and for the exciting of 
our Care, and fo for the preſerv- 
ing of us unto his heavenly King- 
dom, 


And whereas we are ſaid to be 
kept by the Power of Gop; we 
may not ſo underſtand it, as if we 
ourſclves might in the mean Time 
fit ſtill and do nothing: We are 
kept by Gop, and yet we alſo muſt 
keep ourſelves: It is Gon that 
keepeth us, and yet we alſo muſt 
watch and pray. But we are ſaid 


49 be kept by Gop, tor our greater 
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Encouragement. For if our En- 
deavours be ſincere, though they 
be but weak, yet they will be ef- 
fectual, becauſe we have ſuch a 
mighty Helper: And withal it is 
to teach us, to whom we ought 
to aſcribe all the Glory, when our 
Endeavours become effectual. It 
is Gop that muſt have the Glory 
of it, for it is by his Power that 
we are kept, who worketh in us 
both to will and to do, of his 
own good Pleaſure. 


Be ſtrong therefore in the Logp, 
and in the Power of his Might; 


he that is with us, is mightier than 


they that be againſt us. And 


therefore we need not fear; for 


neither the Power, nor the Policy 
of Hell ſhall prevail againſt the 
People of Gop; and the Mouth 
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of the Lord hath ſpoken it, Mat. 


xvi. 18, 
E .- K. G- G-. K.K. K.K. 


THE NINTH QUESTION. 


7 Make no Doubt of the Power of. 

God, I know that be is able to 
keep that which 1 have committed 
unto Him: but I doubt of his Will, 
fear that He will not do it. 


ANSWER.» 


Surely this is a needleſs Fear; 
jor his Love is everlaſting, his 
Gifts and Calling are without Re- 
pentance; and whom He loveth, 
to the End He loveth them. And 
therefore, Fear not, the Lord will 
not forſake his People, for his own 
Names Soke, becauſe it hath pleaſed 
Him to make you his People, 1 Sam. 
X11, 224 S0 That it once he hath 
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loved us ſo well, as to ſet us apart 
for Himſelf; He loveth Himſelf 
better than to forſake us. And 


though our Unworthineſs deſerve 


that Gop ſhould deny us, yet his 
Faithfulneſs is ſuch, that he can-- 
not deny Himielf. 


Think therefore upon his Love; 
meditate upon his Power; call to 
mind his Promiſe; forget not his 
Truth; and commit tlie keeping 
of your Soul unto Him in writ 
doing. Care you to do weil, Goo 
will care for the reſt: For, He- 
preſerveth the Souls of his Saints, 
He delivereth them out of the Hand. 
of the Wicked, Pial. Ixxix. 10. 


W, 


A, 
. 
I 
* 
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FF 


THE TENTH QUESTION: 


BOT ſeeing that mine own En- 

deavours are required for the 
Workin» out of my Salvation; and 
ſeeing that my Aſſurance of Salva- 
tion cannot be found, unleſs my Care 
and Diligence, in the conſtant uſing 
of all good Means tending thereunto, 
be every way anſwerable : Shew me, 
I pray you, by what Means I may 
be enabled to continue patiently in 
well doing, that ſo at the laſt I may 
'©þbtain eternal Life, 


ANSWER. 


HEREUNTO many Things 
| are uſeful, the chiefeſt of 
which are theſe following. 


1. Labour to be ſincere, by con- 
adering that all our Ways are be- 


} 
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fore Gor. To walk before Go is 
the way to be perfect, and Since- 


rity is the Way to Perſeverance. 


For the Righteous ſhall hold on 
his Way, and he that hath clean 
Hands, ſhall grow ſtronger and 
ſtronger, Fob xvii. 6. But he 
whoſe Heart is not upright be- 


fore Gop, will ſtart aſide in the 
Time of Trial; ſee 1 Jo. ii. 19. 


Labour to overcome the World, 


"that ſo neither the Cares and Glo- 
ry of it may too deeply affect us, 


nor yet the Croſſes and Troubles 
of it too much affright us. For 
each of tlieſe are great Hindrances 


to the Practice of Piety. Perſe- 
cution is that Heat, that doth wi- 


ther the Word, and by it ſome 
are made to deny their Maſter; 
and the Cares of the Worid are 
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the Thorns that choke the Word} 
and a Means whereby it becomes 
unfruittul. For the Love of Mo- 
ney, is the Root of all Evil, which 
while ſome have coveted after, they 
have erred from the Faith, 1 Tim. 
vi. 10. Arm yourſelf therefore 
againſt both theſe: And to this 
F.nd conſider with yourie!t, and 
think often upon that of our Savi- 
our, Mat. xvi. 26. What is a Man 
grofited, if be ſball gain the who!e 
World, and loſe his own Soul, And 
upon that, Mat. viii 38. He that 
is aſhamed of me, of him will the 
Son of Man be aſhamed, &c, And 
upon that, 2 Tim. ii. 12. If u 
faffer with- him, we ſhall reign with 
him, but if we deny him, he will alſo 
deny us. And learn to diſcern be- 
tween thoſe Things that be ſeen, 


and the Things that be not ſeen; 
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For the Things that be ſeen, 


are temporal; but the I hits 
which are not ſcen, are &.ernal, 
2 Cor. 1v. 18. 


2. Watch in all Things; tor our 
Enemies are many, and Security 
is dangerous, and oin is ſo de- 
ceitful, that it WIII quickiy hare 
den us: And this 1s certain, a 
Man never yields to his own cor- 
rupt Diſpoſition, for the commit- 
ting of any Evil, bur he is ordi- 
narily more willing to the ſecond 
Act than to the firſt; and who 
can tell how far he may go aſtray, 
that doth but once give Way to 
his own Corruption. 


4. Labour to grow in Grace, and 
1n the Knowledge of our Lord and 


Saviour Jesvs CHRIST, by conſt- 
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dering that our Labour cannot be 
in vain in the Loxp. This Endea- 
vour ta grow in Grace is a ſpecial 
Means to keep us from being 
drawn away with the Error of the 
wicked; but ſtanding ſtill, is in 
Danger of turning back, and 
Lukewarmneſs is the Way to. 
grow key-cold. 


5. Deſpiſe not Propheſying, if 
you would not quench the Spirit, 
if we would not be weary of well- 
doing, we mult wait upon the 
Word: For that is able to build us 
up, and to give us an Inheritance 
among them that are ſanftified, Acts 
XX... 32. 


And laſtly, We muſt pray without! 
ceaſing, that he who hath begun a 
good Work in us, would. alſo 


0 


or CORDIAL COMFORTS, 63 


finiſh it, and grant that our whole 
Spirit, Soul, and Body, may be 
kept blameleſs unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus. This is the 
Way to continue in well-doings 
and ſo running we ſhall obtain. 


FELT EEO ES 0.00 
THE ELEVENTH QUESTION, 


B UT though my Soul may be cared 
for, yet my Body may be in 

Want. 1want already many Things 

that be neceſſary ; or at leaſt, 1 fear 

that I ſhall want ſuch Things as be 

needful for me; and this Fear makes 
Life the more fearful. 


ANSWER, 


JJ Oubtlels, if our Souls be cared 

for, other Things may the 
leſs trouble us; howbeit, againſt 
thoſe Things alſo there is Matter 
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of Comfort in Jesus CRHRIST. 
He that regards the Soul, will 
not neglect the Body; and he 
knows what we have need cf: 
And if we be of his Family, he 
will be ſure to provide for us. He 
is able enovgh to help us, for 
the whole Earth is the Logp's, 
and the Fulneſs thereof: And of 
his Will we have no Caule t9 
doubt, for he hath promiſed, 
That it we ſeek firſt the Kingdom 
of Gon, and his Righteouſneſs, 
all theſe 1 hings ſhall be added, as 
it were, over and above, and 
into the Bargain, Malt. vi. 33, 
And he hath ſaid, That he will 
with-hold wo gcod Thing from 
them that fear him, P/al. xxxiv. 
9, 10. Whereupon we may ſafe- 
ly conclude, Thar if he keep any 
Thing from us, it will be good 


OO ws » 
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for us to be without it: So that 
we may well ſay with FI Prophet 
David, The Lord is wy Spe pl 

I cannot want, Pla}. uxliii. 1. For 
he that bath given us CHRIST, boy 
hall he net <vith bim alf Ye Feet y 
give us 444 A Things? Rom. viii. 
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THE TWELFTH. QUESTION, 


4 ” * * ＋  & 3 3 -w + -” 
Fave been 2 Aan Of OOFFCUS 


of > 
PO { with Grief: 1 
and acquainied with Grief ; 
* ob 5 945 4 ”_— 7 
bave gone torouzh much 7 ory al- 


ready, and man are the Croljes and 
Troubles that are nin me at 152 
preſent, aud I far that there be 
more and Wor je yet to come: $9 tal 
ſometimes I begin to think that the 
Lerd doth not love me, and 1 ani 
ready to douòt wheat wil become of 
e; aud i | fe, Ar that AL) Patina) 
a 


k 
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will one Day be tried, and that I 
Hall faint in the Day of Evil, 
Shew me therefore, I pray you, how 
T may be comforted againſt this Fear; 
and how I may be enabled to wade 
through all with Chriſtian Patience. 


ANSWER. 


TRUE it is, that the Croſſes 

and Troubles, which Men 
ſhall meet withal in the Way to 
Heaven, are Matters of Offence, 
and unto ſome they are very pow- 
erful, turning them back from 
the Hope laid before them, to 
the embracing of this preſent 
World. But if we would think 
upon Things aright, in the Midſt 
of Miſery, we ſhould have Com- 
forts enough to refreſh our Souls. 
Neither is there any Trouble thar 


can befall us, in the Midſt of 


other, 
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which they have not Matter of 
ſtrong Conlolation, which being 


juſtified by Faith, are at Peace with 


Goa, through Jeſus CErijt. 


Now to the End that we may 
be the better comforted againſt all 
Croſies, let us make uſe of theſe 
tew Conbderations following. 


1. Conſider that is no new or 
ſtrange Thing to be exerciſcd with 
Afflictions; neither are Croſſes 
and Troubles fen ves an Ar- 
gument of Gop's- Hatred, but ta- 
ther a Token of his Love, and a 
Witneſs of our Adoption, if we 
bear them patiently, and malte 


good Uſe of them. 


There 1 is nor 


any Affliction incident to the Na- 
ture of Man, which ſome Gne Or 
On dear 


even of God's 


0 
4 PA 
- S 
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Servants and Children, have not 
been exerciſed withal. Look upon 
David, and Jacob, and Joſepb, 
and Job, and Paul, and all that 
Cloud of Witneſſes made mention 
of, Heb. xi. And we ſhall find, 
that through many Afiittions, they 
all entered into the Kingdom of 
Gop. Nay, look upon the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, and we 


— 


18 


ſhall find, that even he himſelt 
was made perfect throueh Suffering s. 
Heb. ii. 10. And this muſt needs 
be a ſpecial Means to bear all with 
the greater Patience, when we 
thall know and conſider, that 
though our AMictions be for Num- 
ber many, and for Nature grie- 
vous, yet they are but the Mea-. 
fure of our Betters. . 


2, Conſider that Gop hath pro- 
Miſed never to leave us nor forſaks- 


* 
that 
um— 
zrie- 


lea-. 


pro- 
rſalks 
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us, Heb. xii. 5. and his Preſence 
alone is Support ſufficient even in 
the worſt of Miſeries. How can 
Jacoò be airaid to go down into 
Eeypt, when Cop himſelf hath 
ſaid, he will go with him ? Ger. 
xlvi. 34. Cop hath made the 
like Promiſe unto us, and there- 
fore if he bid us go into Troubles; 
if he command us to walk even 
through the Valley of the Sha- 
dow of Death, yet we need fear 

no Evil, as long as he is with us: 
For, if God be ith us, ⁊obo can 
be ag inf 5? Rom. vii. 31. 


3. Conſider, that unto ſuch as 
do believe in CHRIST, the Nature 

of Afflictions is wholly altered; 
jor their Sting is pull'd out, and 
their Bitterneſs is allayed: They 
may ſavour of Anger, of Wrat® 


— — — — — 
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they do not; Croſſes they may be, 
Curſes they are not: They may be 
Chaſtiſements for our Correction, 
but they are not Judgments for our 
Confuſion. For CHRIST hath ſuf— 
tered whatever I/rath was due un- 
to us, by Reaſon of our Sins: 
And it we be once reconciled 
unto Gop by Faith in CHRIST, 
there is more Matter of Comfort 
in the Aſſurance of his Love, 
than there can be of Dejection in 
che greateſt Trouble. 


4. Conſider that Gov intends 
nothing but Good unto us 1n his 
iharpeſt Dealings with us: For it 

-45 all to humble us; and to prove 
us, and to do us good at our Jat- 
ter End; all is tor our Profit, 
that we may be Partakers of his 

Holineſs, For hereby .he reforms 
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what hath been amiſs in us in Times 


paſt; hereby our Iniquity ſhall be 
purged, and this is the Fruit, te 
tate away our Sin. Iſa. xxvii. 9. 


Hereby he prevents Sin in us 
for the Time to come, as he did 
St. Paul, unto whom there was 
ſent the Meſſengeg of Satan to 
buffet him, leſt he ſhould have 
been exalted above Meaſure.— 
2 Cor. xi. 7. 


Hereby he doth wean us from 
the Love of the World, and 
worldly Vanities. As long as all 
goes well witly us, we are ready 
to ſay with St. Peter, 1: is cood to 
be here; but when once we begin 


to be afflicted, then preſently with 
the Prodigal, our Minds are home- 


wards. 
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Herely he deals with us as the 
Huſbandman doth by the Vine, 
he pares and prunes us, to make 
us the more fruitful. John xv. 2. 


Hereby he doth exerciſe our 
Faith and Patience, and makes 
Trial of our Sincerity, as he did 
by 70. And io in this he lays 
the Ground of our greater Glory : 
For greater Afflictions require 
greater Patience; and the greater 
our Patience 1s, the greater ſhall 
be our future Happineſs. 


And the Conſideration of this 
muſt needs be a Means to per- 
ſuade us to Patience :* For if we 
can willingly endure ſmarting 
Water for the clearing of our Eyes; 
and bitter Pills and ſharp Lances 
for the Health of our Bodies: 


8 
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Much more ought we to bear 
with Patience the Smarting-hand 
of ALM Gon, for the Health 
of our Souls. There is no Af- 
fliction indeed joyous for the pre- 
ſent, but grievous; but after, it 
worketh the peaceable Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs to ſuch as are ex- 


erciſed thereby. - Heb. X11. 11. 


Conſider that if we do continue 
faithful unto Death, we ſhall re- 
ceive a Crown of Lite, And if 
we do but have an Eye to that 
Recompence of Reward, we {hall 
ealily be drawn, as Maſes was, to 
eſteem the Reproach of Chrijt greater 
Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt; 
and to chuſe rather to ſuffer Af- 
fiction with the People of God, than 
to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a 
Seaſen, Heb, xi. 25, 26, For 


74 A LITTLE HANDFUL 


the Happineſs of that Kingdom, 
which is to come, 1s ſuch that our 
Bleſſed Saviour accounts it Mat- 
ter of Comfort againſt all Fear 
whatſoever, as it doth plainly ap- 
pear by thoſe Words of his. Luke 
Xil. 32. Fear not little Flock, for 
it is your Father's good Pleaſure ts 
give you the Kingdom. Where the 
only Argument that He makes 
Uſe of for the encouraging of his 
little Flock, is the Hopes of the 
Kingdom. And again by that 
Place, Matt. v. 11, 12. Bleſſed 
are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, 
and perſecute you, end ſhall ſay all 
Manner of Evil againſt you falſly, 
for my Sake. Rejoice and be exceed- 
ing glad, for great is your Reward 
in Heaven; for ſo perſecuted they 
the Prophets which were before you. 
Wherein our Saviour doth hearten 
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his Diſciples againſt Perſecution, 
only upon this Ground, becauſe 
their Reward ſhould be great in 
Heaven. And ſurely in St. Paul's 
Computation, the preſent Afflic- 
tion is not worthy the ſpeaking 
of, in regard of that Glory that 
ſhall be revealed. Rom. viii. 18. 
Neither is there indeed, any Com- 


pariſon at all between them; for 
the one is but a light and mo- 
mentary Afﬀeicl:oa, the other is 4 


far more exceeding and eternal i eig hi 
of Glory. 2 Cor. 1. 17.. So that 


this Goodneſs of Gop in the Land 
of the Living, is enough to keep 


us from fainting under the heavi- 
eſt Burthen: For though our out- 


ward Man decay, yet while we 
have an Eye to this Joy ſet before 
us, our inward Man will be re- 


-newed Day by Day. Fitly there- 
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fore is the Hope of this Happi- 
neſs, called the Anchor of the Soul 
and the Helmet of Salvation; for 
by this Anchor we are preſerved 
in the deep Waters; by this Hel- 
met we are protected in the Times 
of Danger; and by flying unto 
this Hope, we are ſure to find 
Refuge in the Day of Evil. 


And thus we may be comfort- 
ed againſt Evils preſent. Now 
as for thoſe that are yet to come, 
we may thus reſolve, Either they 
Hall not come at all: For Gop 
will ſtand between us and Harm, 
and keep us quiet from Fear of 
Evil: Without his Providence 
nothing can befal us, and there- 
fore nothing ſhall befal us to do 
us Hurt: For He is a Gop that 
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delightcth in the Proſperity of his 


Servants. 


Or if they do come, Zet te 
Lord will deliver us out of all: 
there ſhall be an End. Enlarge. 
ment will come, and He will de— 
liver his People, even becauſe He 
hath a Favour unto them. 


And in the mean Time, He ill 
ſupport us in them, till Deliver- 
ance do come; and his Grace 
will be ſufficient for us. For Cod 
is faithful, and will not ſuffer us to 
be tempted above what we are able: 
But will with the Temptaiion alſo 
make a Way to eſcape, that we may 
be able to bear it, 1 Cor. x. 13. 


And He will alſo give us Be- 
nefit by them; for He maketh 


78 A LITTLE HANDFUL 


all to work together for Good, to 
thoſe that love Him. Rom. viii. 28. 
And thus we may be comforted 
againſt our Fears alſo. In a Word 
there's none can know the Way 
to Heaven, better than He that 
dwells there. And therefore which 
Way ſoever Gop leads us, it is 
ſafe to follow Him. The Unea- 
ſineſs of the Way, makes us think 
that it is the fartheſt Way about; 
but the Lord knows it is the 
next Way Home. And whatſo- 
ever they ſeem to us, Yet all the 
Ways of the Lord are Mercy and 
Truth, unto: ſuch as keep his Cove- 
nant, and his Teſtimonies, —Pſalm 
XXV. IO. 
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THE THIRTEENTH SS 


Y Troubles are great, exceeding 
weighty and burthenſome, and 
there are no Sorrows like unto my 
Sorrows; and this is that, that doth 


ſo Break my Heart, and drink up 


my Spirit. 
ANSWER»: 


HIS is anſwered in a Word, 

It is but a Conceit of our own, 
to think our own Troubles the 
worſt, when as indeed they are 
but common Temptations: But 
lay the worlt, grant that there be 
none like them; yet if we ſhall. 
compare them either with that 
which we have deſerved ; or with 
that which CHRIST Himſelf for us 
hath ſuffer'd ; or with that Weighs 
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of Glory that ſhall be revealed, 
we ſhall they eſteem them all as 
not!. ing. And as great as they 
are, it we would but only look 
up and conſider duly from whence 
they cone, even that alone would 
be enough to make us patient: 
For thus was it with David, he 
Was Dumb, and opened not his 
Mouth, conſidering who did it. 
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T:1E FOURTEENTH QUESTION. 


2UT my Afi Hon is ſuch, that J 

am kept from enjoying the Li- 

berty of the Houſe of God, and from 
praiſing Him in the Congregation, 


ANSWER, 


IIS miſt needs be trouble- 
ſome to Minds well affected; 
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howbeit if Gop Himſelf reſtrains 
us, we may then be Ture that He 
requires not our Preſence. And 
in ſuch a Caſe, if our Defires be 
with the Congregation, even that 
Deſire will be ſufficient. Neither 
is the Lonp ſo confined to the 
Congregation, but that he is near 
to all, that call upon him faith- 
fully, whatſoever they be, waen 
Neceſſity, and not Neglect, is the 
Reaſon of their Abſence. And 
beſides all this, if at any Time, 
by Reaſon of Age or Sickneſs, 
we are not able to do thoſe Things 
which we do deſire, and did per- 
form in the Times of our Health 
and Strength, then ſhall a willing 
Mind be well pleaſing unto Gop, 
and good Deſires ſnail be accept- 
ed. Yea, furihermore, this we 


maſt know for our Conſolation, 
F 
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that a Patient ſubmitting to the 
Good-will of Gop, is a worſhip- 
ping of Him, as appears by that 
Fob i. 20, 21. Where Fob is ſaid 
to worſhip Gop, when he did 
with Patience and Contentedneſs 
ſubmit unto Him. This is in- 
deed, a gloriiying of Gop, and 
herein we acknowledge Him to 
be our Gop, and in thus ſubmit- 
ting, we ſhall perform unto Gon 
as good Service as ever we did in 
all our Lives. For this 1s the 
paſſive Part of true Obedience, 
and the Trial of Sincerity in o— 
ther Things. To ſerve the Lok 
when all goes well with us, is 
much; and it is altogether as 
much, if not more, to reſolve to 
truſt in Him, though he ſhould 
kill us. And if we can with 


7ob hold faſt our Righteouſneſs, 
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and in the Hour of Temptation 
not fall away, this is a true Note 
of pure Religion, and a manifeſt 
Argument of Sincerity and Truth. 


THE FIFTEENTH QUESTION. 
A D yet after all this, I muſt 
die; and when a few Years 


ere come, I hall go the Ma whence 


* 


T fhall not return; and the Fear of 
Death dith much amaze me. 


ANSWER, 


ERILY there is no ſolid Rea- 
ſon why it ſhould ; for Gop 
hath given us Victory over Death 
itſelf, through our Lorp Jzsvs 
ChRIsT. The Death of CHRIST, 
was the Death of Deaths. Death 
faſtening upon Him, to whom it 


F 2 


* 
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was not due, loſt its Sting and ſo 
became leſs able to hurt thoſe that 
had deſerved it. CRIS H hath 
pulled out the Sting of Death, by 
dying for Sin; ſo that now, like 
a Bee, or Snake, without a Sting, 
it may buzz about us, and affright 
us, but it cannot hurt us. All 
the Hurt that Death can do to 
ſuch as believe in the LORD Jesvs 
is, to free them out of Priſon, to 
put an End to their Days of Sin, 
to carry them home, to their Fa- 
ther's Houſe, to ler chem into 
their Maſter's Joy, to pull down 
thoſe mouldring Cottages, where- 
in they dwell, and to build them 
up to Immortality. For if we 
believe that Jusus died, and roſe 
again, them alſo that ſleep in 
]:svs, Mall 50d bring with him, 
a. A they ſhall be for ever with the 


into - 


JOWn 
here- 
them 
if we 


roſe 


2p in 
him, 


ch che 
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Loxn. And of this Happineſs 
the worſt Kind of Death, that 


%* 


can befal us, cannot eels eus. 
A Man may die in Poverty, he 
may die with Extremity of Tor 

ments, he may die by common 
ee and yet he may die 
in 1 and ſo dying, his End 


ſhall be P " Far bleſſid are the 


Dead 5 are in the J eden 
fo faich the Spirit, Sc. Rev. xi; 


3. Son = that if we dick bur 
throughly underſtand the Nature 
of Death, and what it is to the 
People of Gop, we mould be 55 
far from being afraid of it, that 
with Sr. Put” we ſhould rather 
deſire to be diſſolved, becauſe 
then we ſhould be with CHRIST, 
which is the beſt of all. 


r | 
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To ſhut up this Point, and ſo 
likewiſe the whole Matter con- 
cerning Afflictions, this let me 
add to the reſt; that if we do 
deſire to get Good by theſe Me- 
ditations, and to be upheld with 
Comfort in the Time of Trouble, 
we mult continue inſtant in Prayer. 
This is that Receipt which the 
Holy-Ghoſt preſcribes to all Sorts 
of Perſons, againſt all Manner of 
Grievances whatſoever, Tames 
v. 23, This is that Remedy 
that is always at Hand, and never 
out of Seaſon. Yea, this 1s that 
Meſſenger, which being diſpatch- 
ed aright, was never ſent empty 
away. Believe it, it a Man were 
in a Caſe more deſperate than 
Death, in a Place worſe than 
Hell, yet if there he could pray 
heartily, he ſhould find Comfort 
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and Strength, even beyond Hope: 


for our Prayers uſe to be with the 


utmoſt of our Hopes, if not be- 
yond them; and yet Gop doth 
uſe to be better to us than our 
Prayers. 
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THE SIXTEENTH QUESTION. 


See now that there is Matter e- 

noug h of ſolid Comfort in the 
Word of Ged. But the Uznevenneſs 
of my Walking makes me to Doubt, 
that I have no Part nor Portion in 
thoſe precious Promiſes, which God, © 
hath made unto his People, 


ANSWER» 


PROMISES I confeſs, that are 
miſapplied, can afford to the 


Soul no ſolid Comfort. But from 
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our Failings we may not preſent- 
ly conclude, That they do not at 
all belong to us: For Gop looks 
upon the Heart; and where A- 
bility is wanting, the Will is 
accepted. 


Are not your Failings your 
Grief? Are they not beſides your 
Will? Are they not contrary to 
the Curreat of your Deſires, and 
and the main Bent of vour Reſo- 
lutions and Endeavours? Is it 
not your Endeavour to do the 
Will of Goo, though it coſt you 
the Parting with the ſweeteſt Sins, 
even your own Iniquity? And 1s 
it not your Reſolution, that you 
will not wickedly depart from 
Gop ? If it be fo, then notwiti- 
ſtanding your Failings, you may 
| tay. with David, I have kept. thy 


- woes 
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Word : For though this be nat 
ſuch a Meaſure of keeping as the 
Law requueth, yet it is fuch a 
Keeping, as Gob accepteth: For 
he accounteth ſuch as keep them- 
ſelves from wilful Sins, upright 
and innocent, through CHRIST 
their Strength, and their Re- 
dee mer, as appears by that Paſ- 
ſage. Pſalm xix. 13. 


And this is a true Rule wheres 
by to proceed in the judging of 
ourſelves. If a Man, that be- 
lieves in CHRIS TH, continues in an 
unknown Sin, that cannot hinder 
the Uprightneſs of his Heart, ſo 
the Ignorance be not wiltul ; but 
the leaſt Touch of Knowledge or 
Wilfulneſs marrs Sincerity. So 
that it our Failings be not wilful,. 
though they be many, yet they, 


——— — 
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cannot hinder our Intereſt in the 
Promiſes of Gop. 


And what can we now object 
more? Do we doubt the Truth 
of all theſe Promiſes ? Surely we 
need not: For Gop is not a Man 
that ke ſhould lie, neither the Son 
of Man, that he ſhouid repent : 
Hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not 
do it? Hath he ſaid, and ſhall it 
not come to paſs? Was he ever 
yet worſe than his Word? And 
have not we had Experience of 
his Love, as well upon ourſelves 
as others? Is he not the faithful 
and true Witneſs, and a Gop 
that is moſt zealous of his own 
Glory? Why then are we diſ- 


quieted? And why are our Hearts 


dejected within us? Still truſt in 


So, make ſtraight Steps to your 
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Feet : Pray for Faith in the Pro- 
miſes, and ſtir up yourſelf to take 
hold of Gon, tarry the Lord's 
Leiſure, and fear not; Light is 


ſown tor the righteous, and Glad- 


neſs for ſuch as be upright in 
Heart: It may lie buried in the 
Ground out of Sight for a Sea- 
ſon, it may be ſomewhat long in 


coming up, and very unlikely to 
come to any Perfection; never- 
theleſs, in due Seaſon we ſhall reap, 
if we faint not. And therefore 
caſt not away your Confidence; 
for the worſt is paſt, the good is 
begun, the beſt is at hand: Lift. 
up therefore the Hands that hang 
down, and ſtrengthen the feeble 
Knees : and run with Patience the 
Race ſet before us; and being 
Partakers of ſuch precious Pro- 
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miſes, let us think upon them 
believe in them, and live in them, 
and in ſo doing, we ſhall rejoice 
with Joy unſpcakable, and full of 


Glory. 


? 


Hear the Sum of all: There ts 
19 Conde;nnaticn to them that are in 
Chrift J ſus, who walk not after 
the Fleſb, 5:1 after the Spirit, Rom. 
viii. 1. There is no Condemnation, 
and there's our Comfort: he 
Ground hereof is Cunts, the 


Ly 
Way unto t is by Faith to b in 
him, the Er'dence of it, Is 0 
walk not after the Fleſh, tut after 
the Shirit, In the Marter of Me- 
rit Cugtisr is all; in Matter of 
Intereſt and Application Faith is 
all; in Matter of Evidence and 
Manifeſtation, new Obedience is 


e 
in 
ter 
m. 
in, 
he 
the 
* — in 
[s to 
„fler 
Me- 
er of 
th is 
and 
1ce- 18 


OF CORPIAL COMFORTS, Q3 


all. Nothing can free us from 
Condemaation, but CHRIST; no- 
thing can give us Intereſt in 
CnrisT, but Faith; nothing can 
aſſure us that we do truly believe 
in CHRIST, and ſhall be delivered 
from Condemnation, but a Care 
to be obedient unto CHRIST in all 
Things; wherefore let us ſo be- 
lieve, and ſo live: For as many 
as walk according to this Rule, 
Peace ſhall be upon them, and 
upon the 1/rael of Gop. 


Now the Gop of Hope fill us 
with all Joy and Peace in believ- 
ing that we may abound in Hope 
through the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Amen and Amen, 
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| In the Multitude of the Thou7ht s 


| within me, thy Comforts deli hi my 
Soul, Pſal. xciv. 19. 
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